One saying which is heard at most Guardians' discussions on the subject is that good margarine is better than inferior butter. This is perfectly true, and when margarine is first introduced the Guardians usually specify brands with a good reputation and pay a fair price. As time goes on, however, the tendency is gradually to lower the standard and to obtain inferior and cheaper brands. This is indefensible, and forms the grounds for much of the opposition to the introduction of margarine into Poor-Law institutions. Cheap brands of margarine are unpleasant in taste, wasteful in use, and difficult of digestion. 
